
ITZEL Nevarez in the role of Corky SANTA dancers Paola Terrrazas, Brianna 
Campoya, and Brianna Hernandez

ELF dancers Rafael Flores and Robin Bonilla 
performed a dance routine at the beginning of 
the show

The annual production of the 
classic Christmas play, The Magic 
Toyshop, took to the stage this year 
with some massive changes.

Mrs. Kern’s Advance Theatre 
class was joined this year by 
Mrs.Labrado’s Musical Theatre 
classes. Expanding the production 
r e q u i r e d m o r e r e h e a r s a l s 
coordination, and judging from the 
audience’s reaction it was a big hit.

The six shows, each filled to 
capacity including one at Americas 
High School, also required multiple 
actors in the lead roles. Playing the 
Toymaker was Joseph Fernandez 
and Rafael Flores who opened the 
play having just completed the 
Toymaker’s newest creation, Sunny 
the rag doll, expertly played by 
Tiffany Sierra and Robin Bonilla. 

The story follows the toys in 
the toyshop as they discover their 
toymaker is mean and never 
intends to let them be sold as 
children’s toys.

Throughout the hour-long show 
the cast takes the audience on a 
hilarious trip as 
they learn about 
a n o t h e r g r e a t 
toymaker named 
Santa Claus. 

T h e o t h e r 
members of the 
e n s e m b l e c a s t 
included Holden 
R i v e r a , A a r o n 
Apodaca, Kristen 
R y a n , I t z e l 
Nevarez, Lauren 
S i l v e r t h o r n e , 
Valerie Papa, Alyssa R eyes, 
Ernesto Olivas, Melissa Cail, 
Brianna Ruedas, Christian Barrio, 
Veronica Nougueda, and Eden 
Klein. The show opened with 
members of Musical Theatre 
performing songs from the movie 
Polar Express. Then the audience 
was entertained by the Santa 
dancers and a performance by 
dancing elves. 

Gabriela Montes commented, 
“It was a g reat show and I 

especially liked all the dancers and 
the songs they performed.”

The performance was staged 
and directed by Mrs. Kern who was 
presented with flowers following 
the final performance for the hours 
o f h a r d w o r k s h e p u t i n t o 
coordinating auditions, casting, 
and the performances.

Fine Arts Brings Back The Magic Toyshop

By Ailyn Aguirre, Melanie 

Elliott, and Edgar Castillo
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The Slider teachers and staff 
sneaked past the Stallions to steal 
the victory from the eighth grade 
girls. Angela Fattorini, Victoria 
Rodriguez, Jessica Henderson, 
Amanda Serano, Samantha Limon, 
Tania Miramontes, Aliya Gardea, 
Lisa Zambuto, Victoria Carreon, and 
Leeza Lee worked very hard, but 
could not beat the staff, even with 
their intense serves and other skills. 

The first five points went to 
Stephanie Lara, who works at the 
front desk, when she slammed the 
ball over the net. Her winning 
teammates included Ms. Sierra, Mr. 
Arreola, Mrs. Curlee, Mrs. Cholka, 
Mr. Dominquez, Mr. Trujillo, Mrs. 
Apodaca, Mr. Alvarado, and Mr. 
Perez. The teachers, won the first 
game, 25-16, but not without a fight! 
The game flew by as Coach Jensen, a 
retired Stallion volleyball coach, 
refereed and made a couple of close 
calls. 

The second game was a nail biter, 
as the Slider Stallion girls pushed 
forward and won the game by a three 
point margin. The third game was a 
tie breaker since both sides won a 
game, but a problem arose when the 
school bell rang. Time was of the 

essence, and the problem was solved 
by an agreement between both teams, 
the first team to score 15 points 
i n s t e a d o f 2 5 , w o u l d b e t h e 
Champions. 

The Slider staff came back hard in 
the third game and took the title. The 
game became intense when Mr. 
A l v a r a d o h i t a r e t u r n h a r d 
unexpectedly hitting Lisa Zambuto. 

“When I got hit in the face by Mr. 
Alvarado it hurt almost as much as 
the loss to the teachers, but I give the 
old coots credit because they did have 
the skills to beat us,” Lisa Zambuto 
joked. Mr. Alvarado responded, “We 
had to give it all we had and show the 
girls we still had game; but we’ll 
probably be sore tomorrow!” 

ORCHESTRA CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Age before beauty:  the eighth grade girls 
showed good form but couldn’t keep up 
with the old coots. 

Eighth grade math teacher Mr. 
Trujillo showed off his skills

Volleyball: Teachers 
pound students 

By Erin Wells, Kayla Thornton and Lisa Zambuto 

SCENE AND HEARD

December is always a special time of the year 
for Slider Stallions. After months of practice, the 
Fine Arts Department begin their holiday 
performances.

This year the Slider Orchestra Christmas 
concert was a  huge success when it performed 
two shows before a  large and enthusiastic 
audience of parents and students.

The beginning class opened the concert with 
a variety of pieces including Jingle Bells, Mozart 
Melody, Ode to Joy, and a Christmas Remix 
arranged by Orchestra teacher Mr. Hamilton and 
his former students. 

With the audience warmed up to an evening 
of music, the Advanced Orchestra took over and 
shocked the crowd with their arrangements of the  
Ukrainian Carol, Santa Claus Is Coming To Town, 

and Jingle Bell Rock. Each of the selections was 
played to perfection and the audience rewarded 
the students with loud applause. A beaming Mr. 
Hamilton commented after the concert, “The 
Orchestra  was fantastic!”, he continued, “It is 
always a special concert at Christmas and all the 
members really worked hard to prepare for it, 
they rocked!”

During the break between the concerts, the 
Orchestra  auctioned off several cakes to raise 
money. To recognize the student’s performance, 
Mr. Hamilton had one more surprise for the night 
when the Orchestra members held a gift exchange 
attended by Santa Claus.

Again this year, the concert proved to be very 
popular and was enjoyed by both students and 
parents.

By Kristian Armendariz & Selene Hernandez 



Holiday brings back memories
Each year, when the holidays approach, 

most students begin to wish and wonder about 
what it will bring them. We asked Slider 
faculty to share their favorite holiday 
memories. 

Mrs. Whetstone, a sixth grade reading 
teacher, and Mr. Ballard, the assistant 
p r i n c i p a l , b o t h 
r e m e m b e r w h e n 
they got toboggans 
and raced down a 
snowy hill. Mrs. 
Estrada, the parent 
liaison, and Mrs. 
T o r g u s o n , a 
s e v e n t h g r a d e 
s o c i a l s t u d i e s 
teacher, both recall 
waiting up until 
midnight to open 
presents and eat 
tamales.  “When I was about seven,” mused 
Mrs. Mounsey, “  my mom would make cutout 
cookies and once they were ready we were able 
to decorate them with icing of our choice, and 
have a couple before bed.” 

Leave it to Mr. Hamilton to tell us an 
exciting story about his first guitar. “It was 

Christmas morning and I ran to the our 
Christmas tree in excitement, I was hoping to 
see a guitar shaped present with my name on 
it. Instead I saw a box in the tree with my 
name on it that had a note on it telling me to go 
to the pantry. In the pantry was another note 
that said go to the coffee pot so I did. Another 

note was found that 
read go to the fridge 
and turn around and as 
I did I saw my first 
guitar!”  
Mrs. Nutt, a seventh 
grade social studies 
teacher, has a favorite 
memory about when 
she would wake up on 
Christmas Day and open 
presents. “I had a very 
big family so it was 
exiting when we all got 

together and opened all our presents,” 
exclaimed Mrs. Nutt. 

As we leave for Christmas break, just 
remember that’s it’s not about receiving gifts, 
but about creating memories that you will 
remember for years.

The counseling department 

has been busy getting students 

ready for the next step in their 

lives. Whether it is the college ACT 

test, tours to Montwood High 

School, or other magnets schools 

within the district 

 In January 2011, both eighth 

and seventh grade students will 

participate in a series of after 

school workshops to get them 

ready for the actual college ACT 

test in February at Americas High 

School.  

Students will experience 

being in the same atmosphere as 

high school juniors and seniors 

taking the test for col lege 

admission. Eighth-grade students 

recently had the opportunity to 

attend an elect ive fa ir and 

fami l i ar ize themselves with 

Montwood High. The students 

visited a variety of classrooms, as 

well as the library and gym to 

meet other Montwood students, 

and experience what high school 

life is all about. The students 

returned from their field trip 

excited to start Freshman year. 

After their high school tour, 

M o n t w o o d H i g h S c h o o l 

counselors came to pre-register 

them so they know what they will 

be taking next year. Thirteen 

Stallions have decided to become 

Bulldogs and have already been 

a c c e p t e d t o H PA ( H e a l t h 

Professionals Academy) at Socorro 

High School and Early Mission 

College will soon be notifying 

counselors of those accepted for 

the fall.  
By Angela  Fattorini
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Mrs. Lara and Ms. Quiroz

Future Rams visit Montwood H.S.
Want to learn how to arrest people? How about what it takes to be in a marching band? Or 

even how to be a college athlete? Eighth grade students had the chance to attend an elective fair at 
Montwood High School on December 2, 2010, to see how they could get to where they want to go 
starting as Freshmen. 

As the students arrived, the administrators directed 
them to one of the gyms to do the famous 
Montwood dance, The Wiggalo. The Slider 
students started out slow but eventually put 
some spirit in their Wiggalo. After a short 
welcome from the assistant principals, the 
students got split up into two groups. Half of the 
group ventured to one of the buildings on a tour 
of some of the many elective rooms. 

They got to see the modern kitchen where 
class is held for Culinary Arts. Cosmetology, 
Wood shop, and a  weight room were also 
included in the tour. The other half of the group 
went to the other gym to look at tables set up 
featuring all the different electives and sports offered at Montwood High School. Band, flags, 
computer graphics, and law enforcement were represented. 

The actors from “You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown,” were on hand to talk about the theater 
program. They also had information on sports, such as volleyball, basketball, softball, football, 
track, cross country, and cheerleading. The students from Slider got to see some of the things they 
could do in high school to make it more fun and interesting.

By Alexia Fonseca and Vanessa Antillion  



Seventh-grade boys

The seventh-grade boys basketball 
team claimed a third consecutive 
championship with a 17 point victory over 
Socorro Middle School, which capped off 
an undefeated season.

The first half of the game was a close 
one with both teams playing hard for the 
championship. The Stallions broke open 
the game with timely steals and three-
point shooting.  “This was a great season, 
and in the end, a great group of players to 
be able to make it through a season 
undefeated.” said Coach Valdez.

Eighth-grade boys

Like their younger counterparts, the 
eighth-grade boys team made it through 
the regular season with an unblemished 
record, and moved into tournament play 
as the number one seeded team. 

Having that time off may have been 
difficult for the boys as they found 
themselves playing Hernando for the 
championship. 

Although the Cavaliers jumped out to 
an early 10-2 lead, the Stallions kept it 

close in the second quarter and 
trailed 34-26 at the break. In 
the second half the Stallions 
found it difficult to score and 
ended the third quarter down 
48-35. In the final quarter, the 
Stallions began to resemble 
the team that had won all 
their previous games as they 
continued to chip away at the 
lead, until they were down 
only three with seconds to 
p l a y . B r a n d o n P e r e z 
attempted a three-pointer 
f r o m l o n g r a n ge w h i ch 
missed the mark, but Brett 
Winnigan got the put back as time expired 
and the Stallions fell short 50-49.

Eighth-grade girls

Heading into the playoffs, the Lady 
Stallions sported a 5-1 record and were 
looking to repeat as District Champions. 
Playing Sun Ridge in the first round, the 
team didn’t find its mark but was able to 
pull the game out and win 37-15. 

Next up for the girls was Ensor, which 
proved to be a very frustrating opponent. 

the game was back and forth throughout 
the first half with the Lady Stallions down 
six at the break. 

Throughout the second half, the girls 
battled to regain the lead, but fell short in 
their bid to repeat as Champions. Coach 
Elmer remarked, “This group of girls were 
tough competitors and worked very hard 
to get to the tournament. I’m very proud of 
each of them for a great season.”

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o a l l o f o u r 
basketball teams for an exciting season.

  MERRY CHRISTMAS
    from Brandy, the Library Dog
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